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Workshop Line-up for the 7th Annual Family Support Conference 

May 25, 2017 
 

Morning Session 1 (9:00- 10:15 AM) – Please select ONE workshop 
 

1. Understanding Developmental Milestones, Autism and Quick Tips for Talking with Parents 
Presented by: Kyle Lininger, AZ Act Early Ambassador, Centers for Disease Control Prevention &                                    
Megan Willis, AZ Deputy Act Early Ambassador, Easter Seals Blake Foundation  
 
Description of Workshop: Increase parent-engaged developmental monitoring using Learn the 
Signs. Act Early. (LTSAE) resources as a complement to developmental screening and educational 
programming provided by home visitation providers and early childhood educators. This training 
is designed to provide additional tools that may improve parent engagement in services aimed at 
improving developmental outcomes. 
 
Presenter Bio: Kyle Lininger graduated from Vanderbilt University’s Peabody College of 
Education and Human Development and the College of Arts & Science with baccalaureate degrees 
in cognitive studies and Spanish literature. In 2012 Kyle earned a master’s degree in public 
administration from the School of Government and Public Policy at the University of Arizona. He is 
a Board Certified Behavior Analyst and delivers ABA services to children (ages 2-21) on the autism 
spectrum. He is Director of Behavioral Intervention Services at Intermountain Centers for Human 
Development. He serves as Arizona’s Act Early Ambassador for the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention, State Representative for Autism Society of America, and is a Commissioner with the City 
of Tucson’s Commission on Disability Issues. 
 
Megan Wills has worn many different hats at Easter Seals, as she has worked there for 18 years, 
focusing on early childhood development. Now, she serves as the Associate Director of Easter Seals 
Blake Foundation in Tucson, Arizona. 
 
Wills has worked at Easter Seals as an inclusion specialist, a Support/Developmental Specialist, an 
Early Intervention Supervisor, and currently works as an Associate Director. She has had a lot of 
training related to policy, infant mental health, child development, and her state’s system. 
 
She has earned her Bachelor of Arts in Sociology with a minor in Family Studies, Summa Cum Laude. 
While at the University of Arizona, she held an internship with an inclusion Training Program and 
Early Head Start. 
 

2. Reflective Supervision: Strengthening Skills through a Relationship-Based Professional 
Development Approach   
Presented by: Jordana Saletan, LMSW, Easterseals Blake Foundation 
 
Description of Workshop: This workshop will introduce the practice of Reflective Supervision to 
supervisors working in early childhood and family support programs. Family educators, home 
visitors, child welfare workers, early interventionists, early childhood educators, and other family 
support professionals, regularly assist and support families that face intense life experiences. These 
life experiences present the professional with powerful and profound thoughts and feelings that can 
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impact their effectiveness in their work with families. Reflective Supervision is an ongoing 
professional development approach that facilitates the early childhood professionals’ deepening 
understanding of the people they work with, which then facilitates opportunities for skill 
development, leading to a more effective family support professional.  
 
Presenter Bio: Jordana Saletan, BA, LMSW has been in the field of early childhood since 1998. 
Jordana’s past experience includes almost ten years of preschool teaching, and infant mental health 
therapy with the New Visions for Families Program for five years. She now manages the Smart 
Support program at Easterseals Blake Foundation, which provides mental health consultation in 
childcare centers. Jordana took over supervision of the program in 2012, and is now responsible for 
overseeing staff in Pima, Pinal, Cochise, Yuma, and Santa Cruz counties. 

 
3. Best Practices in Outcomes Measurement with Families 

Presented by: Kerry Milligan, President, LeCroy & Milligan Associates, Inc. and Kimberly Jaeger, 
Evaluation Associate, LeCroy & Milligan Associates, Inc.   
 
Description of Workshop:  Families are asked to participate in a variety of activities related to 
measuring outcomes of home visitation programs, such as taking surveys and assessments, 
participating in interviews or focus groups, and using results to set family goals or plan 
interventions.  Program evaluation and family centered practice are both well served when parents 
are seen as partners in the process of outcomes measurement. Home visitation program 
supervisors and staff often feel burdened by evaluation requirements. Parents also may feel 
overwhelmed. This workshop provides best practices that can be incorporated into programs so 
that all parties understand and value the measurement of outcomes, feel included in the data 
collection process, and maximize the use of outcome data for family goal setting and focused 
interventions.   
 
Presenter Bio: Kerry Milligan is a co-founder and President of LeCroy & Milligan Associates.  She 
has worked in evaluation of Healthy Families Arizona and other home visitation and family support 
programs for over 20 years. She has worked with a variety of coalitions of home visitation and 
family support programs to design and conduct multi-model, multi-site program evaluations, as 
well as increase organizations’ capacity to learn from and use evaluation information for program 
improvement.  She has designed and conducted training and technical assistance for the Healthy 
Families Parenting Inventory (HFPI) for organizations throughout the country. 
 
Kimberly Jaeger, MPA, has a background in program evaluation, academic research, and 
community-based programs including over 10 years of experience working with local, regional and 
state non-profit and public agencies. She has overseen the implementation of various types of 
evaluation activities to inform programmatic decisions made by social service agencies, 
collaborative groups, and state-level policy making bodies including mixed methods needs 
assessments, universal data collection strategies of shared data, projects using both quantitative 
and qualitative methods, and quasi-experimental designs to measure program outcomes. 
Kimberly’s data management skills include helping service providers to build their own data 
management capacity, working with large datasets, database design, and data visualization. 
Kimberly’s analysis skills include parametric and nonparametric statistical analysis methods and 
thematic qualitative analysis.  Kimberly has worked with several successful collaborative groups to 
engage in the discovery of shared motivation for collaboration among group members, build 
capacity for joint action, and strategically plan the implementation of selected interventions. 
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4. Kids Yoga Story Time 

Presented by: Dari Johnson, Early Childhood Specialist, Mini Yogis Certified 
 
Description of Workshop: Come ready to stretch and use your imagination!  Learn how Yoga plus 
Story Time sets the stage for fun. Participate in Total Physical Response (TPR) activities with big 
books, a favorite tale and transition time ideas for young children. No previous yoga experience or 
knowledge of yoga needed. Yoga poses are “shapes you make with your bodies” and Story Time is 
all about early literacy skills, focus, listening & following directions. This presentation would have 
most impact for Early Childhood care providers & settings serving toddler through pre-k. Yoga Mats 
will be provided as well as chairs should there be a need to accommodate participants who are 
unable to be on the floor or due to clothing restraints.   
 
Presenter Bio: Dari Johnson is a retired Early Childhood Consultant. Currently she is a Pima County 
Library Ed Program Presenter for “Stretching Bodies, Stretching Imaginations Yoga Story time"; 
volunteer Yoga Story Time in 5 TUSD schools and various private pre-k’s; provider of in-service 
workshops and staff dev training upon requests. Training includes but is not limited to Infant 
Stimulation & Neuro-developmental therapy Ed. Course; NAEYC Validator Training, Lekotek Play 
Program Leader & Certified Infant Massage Instructor and MiniYogis Certification 
 

5. What do adults have to do with it?  Building the core capacities that promote child self-
regulation 
Presented by: Katie Paschall, Postdoctoral Fellow, University of Texas at Austin 
 
Description of Workshop:  This workshop is meant to inform home visitors about the importance 
of both child and adult executive functions, and to highlight how adult executive function and self-
regulation are critical components of service efficacy and the promotion of family well-being. While 
this workshop will provide definitions and examples of executive functions and self-regulation 
skills, the focus will be on the importance of adult self-regulation, self-care, and executive functions, 
so that participants can promote the very thoughts and behaviors that reduce their stress and 
increase productivity. Through recognition of ones’ own regulation and cognitive skills, participants 
will learn how to model and promote. 
 
Presenter Bio: Katie is currently a postdoctoral fellow at the University of Texas at Austin, where 
she studies how early adversity (e.g., poverty, maternal depression, stress) impacts parenting, early 
childhood development, and risk for child maltreatment. Katie earned her PhD in Family Studies 
and Human Development from the University of Arizona in 2016, and has worked with the early 
childhood community in Tucson for the past four years, including providing professional 
development, and collaborating on community initiatives to improve school readiness outcomes. 
 

6. Estableciendo el Cimiento: Los Primeros Años Marcan Para Siempre  
Presented by: Connie Espinoza, Senior Program Director, Statewide Professional Development & 
Accreditation Programs, Child & Family Resources, Inc.   
 
Description of Workshop:  En este taller discutiremos la importancia de los primeros tres años de 
vida. Hablaremos de las nececidades distinctas en cada etapa de desarrollo y las responsabilidades 
del adulto en cada etapa. Enfocaremos en el impacto de las experiencias tempranas al desarrollo 
cerebral y socio-emocional.      
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Presenter Bio: Connie Espinoza has over 20 years of experience working with young children and 
early childhood educators. She has had the privilege to work in various positions within early 
childhood education including, as an education specialist at the Tucson Children's Museum, a Family 
Childcare Provider and as an Early Head Start Family Educator and a Family Child Care Provider. 
She is currently the Senior Program Director for Statewide Professional Development and 
Accreditation Programs at Child and Family Resources. Connie has had the opportunity to speak at 
many local and state conferences on the topic of Infant and Toddler Development and has also 
presented at the National Association for the Education of Young Children’s Annual Conference as 
part of their “Grandes Comienzos, Futuros Brillantes” initiative. She has a Master’s Degree in 
Education from Northern Arizona University and a Bachelor’s Degree in Family Studies from the 
University of Arizona. 
 

 Morning Session 2 (10:30-11:45 PM) – Please select ONE workshop 
 

1. Understanding Dad 
Presented by: Allan Stockelburg, TOPS Dad Coordinator, Teen Outreach Pregnancy Center 
 
Description of Workshop: This workshop will inform participants of the importance of supporting 
fathers to be the caring, responsible and mindful dads their children need them to be. Educating 
men on parenting skills is different from educating moms, and Understanding Dad will show 
attendees how to empower men to be the dad they want to be. This workshop will cover topics of 
paternal protective factors for their children, understanding mom’s way AND dad’s way of 
parenting, male communication strategies, male learning theories, and tips for motivating fathers 
to #betheDAD and get more involved in their child’s life.  

 
Presenter Bio: Allan Stockellburg has been the Fatherhood Facilitator for Teen Outreach 
Pregnancy Services since 2012.  He is a Tucson, Arizona native and attended the University of 
Arizona, where he studied Computer Science and Psychology. Allan performs case management 
services for youth fathers as well as facilitates co-ed and dads only parenting classes, support 
groups and playgroups. He is passionate about father involvement and believes that many of the 
issues facing our society, including crime, teen pregnancy and obesity, are related to an increase of 
father absence over the last several decades. Allan is a certified in Effective Facilitation to Men and 
Effectively Engaging Fathers from the National Fatherhood Initiative. Contact him at 
Allan.Stockellburg@topsaz.org or visit the TOPS website at teenoutreachaz.org for more 
information. 
 

2. Reflective Function: To Live in the Mind and Heart of Another 
Presented by: Kenny Miller, Clinician, Trainer & Consultant in Private Practice 
 
Description of Workshop: Grounded in Attachment Theory, this workshop offers a model for the 
growth and support of the “Professional Use of the Self” in home visiting and early intervention.  
We will examine the growth of the skill of “reflective function” in supporting high-risk families and 
the impact this work has on providers. 
 
Presenter Bio: Kenny E. Miller, ACSW is a Clinical Social Worker in Private Practice in Tucson, 
Arizona.  He has for 18 years been a Mental Health Consultant to the Early Head Start programs in 

mailto:Allan.Stockellburg@topsaz.org
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Southern Arizona, providing Reflective Supervision groups to Family Educators as well as direct 
service to children and families. 
 

3. Diving Into Infant/Toddler Mental Health 
Presented by:  Jordana Saletan, LMSW, Easterseals Blake Foundation 
 
Description of Workshop: Infant/Toddler mental health is the foundation of our work with 
families with young children. Come and learn about the basics of infant mental health including core 
concepts; foundations of brain and socioemotional development; and the basics of attachment and 
bonding. 
 
Presenter Bio: Jordana Saletan, BA, LMSW has been in the field of early childhood since 1998. 
Jordana’s past experience includes almost ten years of preschool teaching, and infant mental health 
therapy with the New Visions for Families Program for five years. She now manages the Smart 
Support program at Easterseals Blake Foundation, which provides mental health consultation in 
childcare centers. Jordana took over supervision of the program in 2012, and is now responsible for 
overseeing staff in Pima, Pinal, Cochise, Yuma, and Santa Cruz counties. 

 

4. Powerful Presentations  
Presented by:  Michelle Gallagher and Julianna Olivarez, Education Coordinators, Child – Parent 
Centers 

 

Description of Workshop:  Participants will learn the unique attributes of adult learning in order 
to create an effective, memorable and impactful presentation. Participants will learn how to reach 
all learning styles when giving a presentation. Participants will learn brain-based strategies that 
will impact the effectiveness of their presentation. Participants will learn effective strategies for 
engaging and re-engaging an audience during a presentation.   
 
Presenter Bio: Michelle Gallagher received her Bachelor’s Degree in Early Childhood Education 
with a minor in Communications from the University of Oklahoma and a Master’s in Special 
Education from Charleston State University. She has taught children pre-K through 3rd grade over 
the course of twenty years and Brain Based Teaching at the University of Central Oklahoma for six 
years. Currently, she is the Home Based Coordinator at Child Parent Centers. Her hope is for 
participants to walk away with meaningful information that can be used immediately, all while 
having a great deal of fun! 
 
Juliana Olivarez received an AA in Pre-School Education from BYU Idaho and a BAE in Elementary 
Education from Arizona State University. She also has an English Language and Early Childhood 
Endorsement. She has taught preschool and kindergarten for 19 years both in the private and public 
sectors. She is currently a Curriculum Coach at Head Start, working with classroom staff and Family 
Educators who work with children from 0-5 years. Her role includes preparing curriculum 
experiences, attending community field trips, behavior management, and parent engagement. She 
has also created many workshops to help prepare the staff. 
 

5. Oral Health Across the Lifespan Begins with You!  
Presented by:  Margaret Perry, Program Coordinator, First Smiles Matter Program, PCHD  
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Description of Workshop: You already know how early childhood health and learned skills will 
shape life-long habits, health, school readiness and overall quality of life.  What does that mean to 
oral health and you as a child care provider, parent, administrator, or health /nutrition provider or 
you personally? 
 
Presenter Bio: Margaret Perry is a Registered Dental Hygienist and Oral Health Coordinator for 
Pima County Health Department.  After 20 years in private dental practice, Ms. Perry was 
determined to help others prevent dental diseases before they started.  For the last 11 years she has 
worked with community partners to address the oral health issues of our youngest children in 
childcare centers, preschools and other community events where children and families gather.   
 

6. Home Visitor Safety  
Presented by:  Kayte Vucurevich, Trainer, AZ Coalition to End Sexual & Domestic Assault 
 
Description of Workshop: This training is geared towards home visitors and related professionals, 
is a discussion centered around helping home visitors safety plan for various situations in which 
they might find themselves. Any profession which involves workers entering the homes of their 
clients has inherent risks, but there are ways to reduce those risks and optimize safety and ethical 
boundaries, both for the home visitor and the client.  The goal of this training is to have each home 
visitor walk away with a completed safety plan, utilizing the concrete steps/methods outlined in the 
discussion.   
 
Presenter Bio: Kayte joined the ACESDA in December 2015 as a trainer.  Her involvement in the 
movement started in 2007, when she worked as an intern in the education and training 
department for Victim/Witness Services for Coconino County.  After completing her internship, 
Kayte continued to volunteer for Victim/Witness as an Initial Responder to crisis calls in the field.  
After earning a BS in Psychology from Northern Arizona University, Kayte attended graduate 
school at the University of Alabama Birmingham, where she earned an MPH in Health Behavior.  
After graduate school, Kayte returned to Phoenix and begin volunteering, and then working, at 
Chrysalis Shelter for Victims of Domestic Abuse.  She worked as a client advocate and health 
educator at the shelter for 3½ years; while also teaching psychology courses for NAU and Rio 
Salado Community College.  Kayte has also worked extensively with children with developmental 
disabilities, and as a Medical Case Manager at the Southwest Center for HIV/AIDS. 

 

Afternoon Session 3 (1:30-2:45 PM) – Please select ONE workshop 
 

1. Supporting Safety for Families: Home Visitation Guidelines on Domestic Violence 
Presented by: Kayte Vucurevich, Trainer, AZ Coalition to End Sexual & Domestic Violence 
 
Description of Workshop: This training is geared towards home visitors and related professionals, 
is a step-by-step look at the “Home Visitation Guidelines on Domestic Violence”, a comprehensive 
guide created by the Strong Families AZ workgroup in partnership with the Arizona Coalition to End 
Sexual and Domestic Violence as a tool to use with families experiencing domestic violence. Topics 
to be covered straight from the guidelines include: defining domestic violence, starting the 
conversation about domestic violence, screening for domestic violence, responding to both positive 
and negative screenings, making referrals, mandated reporting, documentation, engaging men and 
fathers, home visitor safety and self-care.  
 



 

 

                   7th Annual Family Support Conference 2017 Workshops   Page 7 of 9 

  

Presenter Bio: See above. 
 

2. Using Kindness to Practice Self-Care 
Presented by: Laura Gronewold, Director of Education, Ben’s Bells Project 
 

Description of Workshop:  What does self-care look like in 2017? In this interactive workshop you 
will be introduced to self-kindness practices that help build self-awareness and empathy so that 
participants can better understand the nature of our mental experience and can productively 
mediate impulses like the negativity bias. Activities build on the evidence-based practices utilized 
by Ben’s Bells in all of our kindness education that value vulnerability and kindness. 
 
Presenter Bio: Dr. Laura Gronewold is Director of Education for Ben’s Bells Project in Tucson, AZ, 
where she works on all of the educational programs, including Kind Colleagues and Kind Campus. 
She spent nearly 15 years on college campuses as a graduate student, instructor, student affairs 
professional, and advocate for change. For two years, she served as a Co-chair of University of 
Arizona Commission on the Status of Women, promoting equity, opportunity, and diversity across 
the UA campus. She holds a PhD in Literature from UA.  
 

3. Balancing Life: Real Life Hacks from Real People 
Presented by:  Shelley Joy Tellez, Director of Prevention & PAT, Arizona Children’s Association 
 
Description of Workshop:  “Live a balanced life – learn some and think some and draw and paint 
and sing and dance and play and work every day some.” –Robert Fulghum 
 
Today it seems that the world constantly tries to throw you out of balance and sometimes no matter 
what you do you still feel like your life is going in the wrong direction and even spinning out of 
control from time to time. WE know. We’ve felt that way too. Actually we still do from time to time. 
Living in the balance might seem like one of those theoretical terms that nobody can put into 
practice but in fact there should be nothing simpler than living a balanced life.  
 
Join us for some real life hacks from real life people who have been learning how to get it right. 
Sometimes we do. Sometimes we don’t. Accepting that premise is actually one of the first and best 
steps you can take when finding your own balance. We recognize that this is a journey and we get 
by with a little help from our friends. Let’s learn some and think some together. Maybe we will even 
draw and paint and sing and dance and play today. 
 
Presenter Bio: Shelley Joy Tellez is the Statewide Director of Prevention and PAT. She directly 
supervises program coordinators, provides general oversight to all PAT programs through AzCA, 
and monitors for quality assurance and program implementation. She provides program 
consultation and is the affiliate administrator for the AzCA programs throughout the state. 
Shelley brings over 35 years of experience in the early childhood field to her work at AzCA.  
 
Shelley has a Bachelor of Science degree from Western Illinois University in Child Development and 
has diverse work history in early childhood, social work, teaching, child care licensing, and program 
management and development. Shelley is a published author of a children’s book and a published 
journalist with several magazines such as Raising Arizona Kids, Northwest Baby and Child, Monsoon 
Magazine, AZ Weekly, and online magazine sources. Shelley has been involved with Head Start as a 
Child Development Manager. Shelley has also worked as an Education Supervisor for Maricopa 
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County Head Start and as a child care licensing specialist with the state of Arizona. Since August of 
2011, she has been the program supervisor for the PAT program and is a certified parent educator. 
 
Rainee Crabtree has been with AzCA for 15 years. She is the Program Coordinator for the 
Developmental Screening program with Arizona’s Children in Maricopa County. She has 20 years of 
experience in the social services field, with 15 of those years providing in-home services for families. 
She has worked in AzEIP, foster care, adoptions, ICPC, and as a Parent Educator and Program 
Coordinator for Parents as Teachers within the Yavapai Region. Her attention to details, love for 
organization, creativity, and passion for our PAT families has made her a great fit as our Program 
Coordinator. Rainee is trained in Reflective Supervision in Support of Relationship-Based Work. She 
is a certified Parent Educator for ages prenatal to Kindergarten. 
 

4. Compassion Fatigue – Building the Armor of the Heart 
Presented by:  Kavita Bernstein, Program Specialist, Children’s Health, First Things First 
 
Description of Workshop: Each year, organizations lose a number of staff due to burnout, 
compassion fatigue and secondary trauma. All bring a degree of pain and suffering caused by either 
the work environment and/or frequent exposure to those who are sharing their own stories of 
hardship and suffering. These phenomena can be a common experience for staff frequently 
interfacing with families; however most individuals are not equipped with the knowledge of how to 
respond to the symptoms. Likewise, compassion fatigue can hit critical mass in the workplace 
causing high turnover rates, recurrent sick days and a tense work environment. This can leave 
organizations feeling helpless and unsure of how to turn the ship around. This session will provide 
an overview of burn out, compassion fatigue and secondary trauma on an individual and 
organizational level; how to assess where one falls within the spectrum of these three conditions; 
and provide specific strategies on supporting those who are suffering.  Session participants are 
guaranteed to leave feeling empowered and equipped with tools to implement positive changes. 
The session is interactive and integrates humor, as appropriate, to lighten the load of the topic. 
 
Presenter Bio: Kavita Bernstein has worked in the arena of children’s health for over fifteen years. 
With the majority of her time spent working within the behavioral health field in Arizona, Kavita 
has worked directly with children and families in community-based, outpatient and urgent care 
settings. Kavita has built her experience in utilization management; wraparound Child and Family 
Team facilitation, coaching and consultation; supervision of case management; training; quality 
assurance/management; contract management; and program/business development. In her role as 
Program Specialist for Children’s Health at First Things First, Kavita works with grantees in areas 
including but not limited to children’s oral health, nutrition/obesity, care coordination, mental 
health consultation, supporting children with special needs, and development and sensory 
screening. Kavita earned dual Bachelor degrees in Psychology and Mass Communications from 
University of Michigan – Ann Abor. 
 

5. Dr. Bob’s Favorite New Picture Books for Reading Aloud to Young Children 
Presented by:  Dr. Bob Wortman, Associate Professor of Practice, University of Arizona   
 
Description of Workshop:  This session will share the newest and the best picture books for young 
children Birth-5.  Emphasis will be placed upon the importance of reading aloud and subsequent re-
readings to support children in their literacy development. 
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Presenter Bio: Dr. Bob Wortman is currently teaching literacy courses for the University of Arizona 
Department of Language, Reading and Culture as an Associate Professor of Practice.  He teaches 
graduate courses in Decoding, Comprehension, Assessment, Children’s Literature as well as Reading 
and Language Arts Methods to pre-service teachers.  He has worked as a Reading Specialist with 
Tohono O’Odham students in Arizona and on the Acoma and Jemez Pueblos in New Mexico. He has 
been a teacher and K-12 Reading Specialist with Tucson Unified School District for 13 years and was 
a principal and Director of School Improvement/Title I Programs for 18 years. He speaks 
extensively with principals, teachers and parents on how to upgrade schoolwide literacy programs 
and is particularly sought after for his classroom demonstration lessons and follow up conferencing 
with teachers and parents. He was named as a National Distinguished Principal for the State of 
Arizona in 1994 and has authored many literacy articles and a book published by Stenhouse 
Publishers: Administrators Supporting School Change. 
 

6. Mama with Her Pajamas! Checking Attitudes at the Door 
Presented by: Luis Hernandez, ECE Specialist, TTAS/WKU 
 
Description of Workshop: This interactive session will provide reflection and resolve on our 
professional challenges in establishing positive relationships with families. We will discuss strength 
based strategies and methods to refresh the ethical heart in genuine relationships with individual 
families. By understanding our biases, participants will be able to move forward with a stronger 
commitment to their work and profession. Ultimately, the intent is to create a sense of success and 
possibilities for all children and families.  
 
Presenter Bio: Luis A. Hernandez, T/TAS Early Childhood Education Specialist, holds an M.A. in 
Bilingual/Multicultural education from the University of San Francisco. Luis brings solid expertise 
based on his work history in Head Start, child care, Pre K programs, college and universities, child 
care resource and referral administration, and professional development design.  
 
At TTAS-WKU, his work focuses in a wide range of early childhood education and professional 
development topics. His expertise includes early literacy, dual language learning, adult learning 
practices, changing demographics and diversity, and ECE management and leadership topics. As a 
regular presenter and keynote speaker at national, state, and local conferences, Luis is highly 
regarded for his motivational and energizing presentations. In addition, Luis recently published his 
first book, “Learning from Bumps on the Road,” focused on leadership topics as in early childhood 
education. The book is a compilation of presentations and conversations with three fantastic leaders 
in the field.  
 
Mr. Hernandez is active in a number of organizations that support children and family interests. At 
the National Association for the Education of Young Children –NAEYC-, he has been active in the 
accreditation process, and developing professional and leadership development opportunities. He 
currently serves on the Advisory Board of the McCormick Tribune Center for Early Childhood 
Leadership, the United Way's Center for Excellence in Early Childhood, and serves on the Board of 
Parents as Teachers. He has served on the Boards of the Florida Children’s Forum, the Child Care 
Workforce, NACCRRA - the National Association of Child Care Resource and Referral Agencies, PSP- 
Parent Services Project in California, and the National Latino Children’s Institute. For Luis, an area 
of work and professional interest centers in advancing the goals of the World Forum on Early Care 
and Education. Lastly, Luis is proud to serve as Trustee on the Board of Hampshire College in 
Amherst Massachusetts, his undergraduate alma mater. 


